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This illustrated record of the life and songs of
Eddie Butcher (1900-1980), an outstanding
traditional singer from Magilligan, Co Derry,
brings back a vanished way of rural life and
verbal entertainment. Hugh Shields (1929-2008)
was teaching in Coleraine when he first met
Eddie in Magilligan in 1953. Their musical
friendship continued until Eddie’s death. During
this period Hugh recorded and published a large
repertory of songs from Eddie. The words and
notated music of 67 unpublished songs, together
with stories and recollections, are given in this
book. It is accompanied by three CDs with
Eddie’s singing of all the songs.
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This publication has been generously supported by a grant from the
UK National Lottery through the Arts Council of Northern Ireland
with ancillary support from the Tom Munnelly Fund and
the Arts Council / An Chomhairle Ealaion
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Also available

The first sound recordings of Eddie’s songs to be published:

sgiamerdeny ll'l___ g ; Adam in Paradise: Four Songs on Courtship

from the Ulster Tradition
Sung by Eddie Butcher, with notes by Hugh Shields

First released by The Ulster Folk Museum in 1969.
Re-issued on CD by UFTM and ITMA to mark the
twenty-fifth anniversary of Eddie’s death in 2005
€10/ £8/ $15 + p&p:
from www.itma.ie or www.nmni.com/uftm



